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Foundation, Scholarship Established in Mountain View Teen's Memory

MOUNTAIN VIEW – The memory of a Mountain View Girl, killed as the result of a car accident just days before her 20th birthday last fall, will benefit future generations.

Nikki Atwell died Oct. 8, 2002, after a 1-vehicle accident. Her family has established a foundation and scholarship that is currently at just over $21,000.

Several community events have contributed to the foundation's fund.

The community, churches, family and friends donated heavily to a benefit yard sale Nov. 1-2 at the AmVets building in Mountain View, according to Nikki's mother, Freda Phillips. The proceeds from the 2-day event, in spite of the rain, topped $1,400.

Phillips said, "It was amazing how much was donated and the willingness of so many people to help set up and clean up afterwards." The Stone County Humane Society was the recipient of all items not sold. The financial goal set for the first year is $50,000.

"The Nikki Lee Atwell Foundation" will administer grants and scholarships to children ages 10 and up to support tuition and fees for dance, music and art lessons, programs, camps and enhancement activities, as well as including purchase of instruments. Scholarships will be awarded for summer programs and for college.

Stone County will remain the primary county with Izard and Independence included due to the extensive involvement of Nikki in both the North Arkansas Danse Theatre, formerly Danse Allegro, of which she was a founding dancer, and the Batesville Community Theatre. Family and friends will continue fund-raising efforts to increase the principal for sustaining funds to allow a lifetime of guaranteed proceeds from interest for yearly disbursement.

Fund-raising will continue throughout the year with a number of plans in the works.

Donations may be brought or mailed to the Bank of Mountain View, P. O. Box 1228 Mountain View, AR 72560.

"For the future of the area's children we need programs, cost deferment and assistance before we need a building," Phillips, a supporter of a community center, said. "I hope people who see the need will respond whether they knew Nikki or not."

"The generosity of everyone from the Izard County little tappers, who sent $5, to the larger amounts are greatly appreciated and will benefit our youth for generations to come," said Phillips.

Anglers Restaurant is planning a "Nikki's Night Out," probably in March, where locals, such as Aunt Minnie, Jackie Ditto, Connie Crymes, Lynne Wyatt, Robbie Purdom and others will be the waitresses for the evening with their "tips" and profits benefiting the fund. Another yard sale is being planned for April. People are asked to save their items or contact the family, who will place them in storage with other donated items.

Pam Mowery, Nikki's friend and voice teacher, is heading up the first annual event, tentatively scheduled for Oct. 11. A site has to be secured in Stone County. An invitation to Hillary Clinton and Blanche Lincoln have been extended to be speakers, along with poet Andrea Hollander Budy. The event will feature local talents in art, music, photography, voice, oration and dance.

Ms. Phillips, an award-winning photographer, will take family, wedding, school events, holiday, individual, senior and other types of photography, with all proceeds benefiting the fund. She will charge $25 per roll taken, color or black and white, with the roll then going to the organization, family or individual for developing and reprints. The negatives will belong to them.

Anyone interested may contact Ms. Phillips at 870-585-2209 or by email at Nikki@mvtel.net. A Web site is being developed, and the email will remain Nikki@mvtel.net for anyone who wishes to contact the family directly.

Following is some information about Nikki, provided by her mother.

Nikki Lee Atwell was born Oct. 12, 1982, in San Diego, Calif. Nikki pursued many activities and interests with talents including a soprano voice she preferred to express in classical music in both Latin and Italian. She played the french horn in the high school band, the acoustic and steel guitar, drums, piano and violin.

Nikki was most proud of having inherited her musical talents from her grandfather, the late Ed Cruse of Mountain View, and the gift of his guitar.

Nikki received a newspaper article about the artistic work of her grandmother, Ruth Atwell of Louisport, Ky., and rejoiced that she had gotten this talent from her beloved grandmother.

Nikki was actively involved in ballet since preschool, continued her studies in Mountain View under the direction of Cindy Hubberd, and, in the summer of 2002, picked up assisting teaching again for Cindy.

Nikki was a member of the original dance troupe, Danse Alegro, now North Arkansas Danse Theatre in Stone, Independence and Izard counties.

She was involved in the Batesville Community Theatre where she shared the role of Belle in Christmas Carol. She also played Susan in the same production. Nikki was a dancer in BCT's Wizard of Oz. 

She was in ballet performances in Stone, Independence and Izard counties where she helped teach. She performed in Cinderella as an ugly stepsister and in Graduation Ball. She shared the stage with Ballet Magnificot in both Izard County at the John Miller Center and in Jackson, Miss.

Nikki attended Academic Enrichment for Gifted In Summer at Lyon College in Shakespeare where she played Hecate, one of the witches.

After graduating high school in 2000, Nikki made a trip to New Orleans. She went to Sweden that summer for a month's tour of Europe, including Italy, Germany, Czech Republic, Poland, Norway and Finland.

She entered Wellesley College in the fall outside Boston, where she studied for two years, coming home May 2002. Spending the summer at home, she worked at Old Bay, Shelter Insurance and Anglers on White River at Sylamore.

"Nikki is characterized best as a peacemaker. She would cry when hurt by others but was never mean or unkind. She wanted most for people to be happy.

"She never had a bad word for or about anyone. She was an insightful thinker and looked deep into herself and the world around her. Respecting and understanding life, people, differences and diversity was an integral part of who she was. 

Her connection with the world was a vulnerable sensitivity that permeated her body and soul. She worked so hard at all she did and was rarely satisfied, even when she far surpassed any expectations. Yet, she also sought the simple joys of life that so many forget to embrace. She wanted only to go fishing with Chuck for this birthday."

Nikki was in the process of transferring to University of Arkansas at Fayetteville in pharmacy.

Her vehicle left the road when she fell asleep at the wheel and was thrown out, suffering severe head injuries. She never regained consciousness, and the doctor pronounced her death at 5 p.m. Oct. 8, 2002, at Baptist Health Medical Center in Little Rock. Her organs were donated through ARORA.

She is preceded in death by her grandfathers, Lee Atwell of Wisconsin and Ed Cruse of Mountain View, and cousin Tony Cruse of Mountain View.

She is survived by her father and stepmother, Tom and Christine Atwell of Escondido, Calif.; her mother and stepfather, Freda and Chuck Phillips of Mountain View; grandmothers, Ruth Atwell of Louisport, Ky., and Ima Cruse of Mountain View; brother, Tyson Atwell of San Francisco; sisters, Tonya Atwell of Clackamus, Ore., Mariah Gayler of Encinitas, Calif., and Annie Phillips of Mountain View; and nephew, Denali Gayler of Encinitas.
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TROUBLESOME BUT PRETTY – Ice earlier this winter coated trees, making them heavy and forcing many to topple, wreaking havoc for many in the form of power outages and other damage. But, through it all, the beauty could be seen the day after the storm when the sun peaked out and lit up branches all around the Ozarks. Digital image by Julie M. Fidler


CPR, First Aid Offered

The University of Arkansas Community College at Batesville's Center for Workforce and Community Education will offer an American Heart Association layman cardio pulminary resuscitation class, combined with first aid, to foster parents in the region.

The $30 course will be Saturday, Jan. 18, from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. on the UACCB campus. A $32 textbook is required for the course.

Pam Watkins, continuing education coordinator at UACCB, said foster parents in Independence County are required to have CPR and first aid training, and the courses are typically hard to find. Watkins added that the American Heart Association Training Center only has one qualified first aid instructor in Independence County.

Registration is required for the CPR/first aid course. Limited seating is available ,and preferential registration will be given to foster parents. On Jan. 17, UACCB will open registration to the public to fill any remaining seats.

To register, contact UACCB's Center for Workforce and Community Education at 870-612-2080 or at 800-508-7878, extension 1500.
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Batesville - 870-793-4196
Mtn. View - 870-269-4306
Fax - 870-793-5222





  


