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Cut line: John Hames, left, and Leon Janovy of Pierce, Neb., load sandstone blocks that will be used to refurbish the foundation of the Carnegie Library in Pierce. Janovy looked far and wide to find matching rock, and, at last, located it here in Hot Springs.  Star photo by Cathy Nelson

From Edgemont, to Hot Springs, to Pierce, Neb.
Tuesday, October 07, 2003
By Cathy Nelson
HOT SPRINGS – When the old Carnegie Library in Pierce, Neb., needed some sandstone for refurbishing its foundation, the search for matching rock led to Hot Springs and to another connection.

Last Monday, September 29, Leon Janovy and his wife, Kaye, of Pierce, Neb., which is 50 miles south of Yankton, brought their pickup to town to get some rock. “We looked everywhere for sandstone to match,” said Janovy, who is on the Carnegie Library board. The library’s foundation and steps are sandstone, and the building is brick. 

John Hames, representing the Springs Bath House LLC in Hot Springs, donated the rock to the Nebraska library. “It’s very important to support historical renovation when possible,” Hames said. 

The rock is a portion of a Block Building constructed in 1895 that was located at Second and G in Edgemont. According to information in the book, “Edgemont: the river, the rails, the ranch lands,” the block, also known as Stone Block, was from a quarry northeast of Edgemont. Charlie Petro and Jasper Harmon hauled the stone from the quarry. Stonemasters prepared each stone for the builders. Wisch and Oakes were contracted to build the Edgemont Block. Wisch and Oakes also built the Evans Hotel in Hot Springs.

The building represented only the middle section of what was to be a block-long building. Both ends of the building were built of unfinished stone. The front was finished with expertly cut stones which were laid in an architectural design suitable to that building.

Now some of those stones will be used to help renovate the library in Pierce.

When the Carnegie Library in Pierce was moved recently, the search for matching rock began. Some old legal papers revealed that The Fall River Company of Hot Springs was the building contractor for the library built in 1911. This information led Janovy to Hot Springs and to the rock for which he had searched.

“We’re not sure what we’re going to use the library for yet,” Janovy said. One idea being considered is to turn the library into a tourist information center and art exhibition hall. “Utilities will be put in this fall,” Janovy said. 
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