FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
Tonya Nesbitt Rowby Announced "Youth Facilitator" for NLA Foundation
Mountain View, AR, April 27th, 2005 – The Nikki Lee Atwell Foundation would like to announce the selection of Tonya Nesbitt Rowby as "Youth Facilitator."   This is the first paid position for the foundation and is offered on a part time basis. "We are starting small," Tyler Henderson, foundation board member and childhood friend of Nikki’s reports. The position will involve work with youth, particularly teens and young adults, who have experienced the loss of a sibling. The sessions will be provided based on the Department of Health Grief Support Counseling Program which is offered free of charge.  The Health Department program is designed for primarily the elderly who have lost a spouse but will be tailored for a younger individual, especially those that have lost a sibling. The group sessions are six weeks in length, with typically one two hour meeting per week. The foundation’s program will also be free of charge and will incorporate outreach activities as appropriate and needed to support the participants. "We hope to see this develop into programs that are currently not provided anywhere in the North Central Arkansas region," says Becki Dahlstedt, a volunteer and member of the interviewing panel. "We envision canoeing, trips to the theatre and other activities that would enrich and encourage the participants in ways that will broaden their life experiences and strengthen them. Touching one life at a time, just as Nikki did," says Krista Lancaster, also a board member and childhood friend of Nikki’s. The foundation would like to thank volunteers Judi Munn, Becki Dahlstedt and Marsha Henderson for their assistance in the review of applications, interviewing and selection process.
 

ABOUT NLAF – The non profit foundation was set up immediately following the death of 19 year old Nikki Lee Atwell, a 2000 graduate of Mountain View High School and student at Wellesley College near Boston, daughter of Dr. Freda Cruse Phillips of Mountain View and Dr. Tom Atwell of Escondido, California.   Nikki fell asleep at the wheel and died from head injuries sustained in the single vehicle accident. She was proficient in several languages and loved classical music. She sang beautifully in Italian, German and English and was a member of the Mountain View High School choir and band. She played the French horn, piano, violin, drums, and both the acoustic and electric guitar. She was a photographer, avid sketch artist and painter winning a number of local and state awards. In tribute to her talents and her genuine belief in the good of people, the foundation was set up to offer grants and scholarships to persons 10 and up in Stone, Izard and Independence Counties.  Nikki was a member of the North Arkansas Dance Company and a veteran ballet dancer with Mtn. View Ballet. She performed with the Batesville Community Theatre in a number of performances including a split role with Batesville’s Rebecca Anderson, in "A Christmas Carol," where they alternated nights playing the role of Belle.  
 

Nikki worked at Angler’s restaurant at the time of her death and was a favored waitress with many customers. Anglers will be hosting the third "Nikki’s Night Out" in May as well.  A portion of the proceeds from the wonderful Mexican themed dinner will benefit the foundation. Anglers also makes on going contributions from the sale of their bean recipe. Joe, Suzi and all the gang there were indeed Nikki’s second family. She loved working there, she loved the people and she loved the river. "I looked at the river today as we drove across the bridge. It was covered in fog. It was majestic. A covered valley. I’m falling in love with everyone everyday. I keep seeing the beauty in people." - Nikki   

   

The foundation sponsors two yard sales a year as fundraisers, held in the spring and fall.  Donations come in year round to the Foundation and the May sale will include antiques, books, clothing ranging from children's sizes to plus sizes, and numerous knick-knacks and household items. This year, just in time for Mothers Day, the Foundation also has new and vintage jewelry pieces.  Donations are tax deductible and receipts are provided. The foundation encourages businesses and persons who need tax deductions to consider making the foundation an on going recipient. Saleable items that are suitable for auctions and or the yard sale qualify for tax deductions.  The foundation is seeking volunteers for this event as well as other activities throughout the year.  Someone from Izard and Independence County is needed to help set up on going fundraising events in those counties, as well as work with the schools in program awareness and opportunities for scholarships, grants and awards through the foundation. 

 

Trista Finnie and Rachel Poole both of Mtn. View High School were the Foundation's first scholarship recipients in May 2003.  These young women embodied the ideals and goals both for themselves and the world in which they live that honored Nikki's memory.  During 2004 scholarships and grants provided two Mtn. View Middle School students with the opportunity to attend band camp, a college student the chance to attend a national marching band program, another travel expenses and a first year college student from Independence County assistance with the purchase of an instrument.   2004 Scholarships were awarded to Larah Henderson of Mtn. View and William Knapp of Rural Special.  The deadline for senior applications for scholarships was May 2nd due to volunteer Robbie Purdom.  
  

On going grants, awards and scholarships are taken throughout the year for a number of requests.  The application is available on line and can be downloaded and mailed to the foundation at PO Box 2133, Mtn. View, AR 72560 or may be emailed.  The primary goal of the foundation selections is not the financial need of the applicant but the goals and aspirations of the applicant and how they see the benefit.  We strive to instill and to enhance an understanding and appreciation of the arts and humanities through funding lessons, purchases, unexpected expenses, camps, and programs.

 

For more information on the foundation and its activities, how to apply for programs, grants and scholarships, visit the web site at www.nikkiatwellfoundation.org or www.nlaf.org or locally you may email Nikki@mvtel.net     

- END -
